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HE Author” begs e „ a 
» Thoughts upon Matter ave here placed in the orden in which. 
they re and that when he had written the firft-and 
4 Chapters," he had not antipigatet the laft, or eben the | 
. Ywofollowing - that be had never read any - Author. who had 7 
 confifered Matter in this way, whereby to faſbion'bis mind o _* 
Mem, nor did he even know that RT ** to ed had _ 
ever been conceived. 5 


4 


71. Reader, n will enjoy the advantage of paving his 
ideas on the ſubjet, excited. in the ſame order that the Author's . 
were, which he conſiders moſt natural, therefore beft; the; ſubject 
growing out of itſelf. Indeed he confidered words as being- the 
moſt imperfet ſigns of thoughts; of courſe, the moſt common 
fourge of impofition : he, therefore, cautiouſly avoided any" 
infor mation upon his ſubject fram that ſource, lf, inn AL” 
acquiring information, he ſhould halbe N and e 
upon das alone for truth. © 6 


| When the Author. bad din what is 3 in this MIL! 5 
a 3 illneſs put a flop to further progreſs in the work, and = 
thereby prevented him not only from giving a better amg ent 2 
to this Diſſertation, bur alſo from ſhowing how the theory of it 2 
would apply in practice, which he, perhaps tos vainly, conſidered. 
F 1 * 


. After waiting many — the Author finds his n 
' Jo obflinate 'as to male him deſpair, at leaft for . a Jong time, 8 
recovering that health of body and vigour of mind, which is 
required for ſuch an arduous work, The Readon, therefore, ® 
will find in it a great deal of matter only propoſed to his mind, 
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mi it; but if be have been the habit of ib 
4 cloſely upon things, the hints may be gre if not, perhaps 
the myſt prolix manner would a * bus Ai. little infa jon_to the 
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* The Author. is aware that hir ſubje@ has the prejudices if 
mania 1% combat; he the more- regrets that. he is obliget 
expoſe if to' them in this imper fed fate: but if his bealth 
e concerns of - life. will | hereafter permit, be promiſes. the 
ſubje&- all tha advantages which ſo weak a ſupporter can give it, 
AI ile mean while he hopes that fome generous and fironger\mind 
than bi, 1 this neceſſuy, ode d e 
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1 nothing ſupernatural 
it carxies with it an idea of f 
"which & both ir 
Fat motives could” have induced mankind to entertain 
© notions of the periſhable nature of Matter. They ſeem to 


and it Parts of Bodies until we 

come to what, from the im "of our ſenſes, we are 
obliged to call Vins rs, which in reality they are not, being 
| themſelves compounds. The particles of matter which enter 
_ *Jnto their compoſition, are ſo ſmall, and bear ſo much 
" nearer relation and likenefs to each other, that our eyes are 
ended in che ſearch. «oboe „ rang 


"compound. - . „ 
ammii coy wo Firts: 


» Of which compound we can form another, and add com- 


pound to compound without end; for every new compound 


© makes the male groller, and thereby fits it to unite with 


_ grofler things. As we know no 2 * 
„ „ eee 


TTER CANNOT wats; Philoſophy oy Reaſon 
to happen in this world, as 
in Omnipotence, 
and abfurd.—I canhot then imagine 


of it too as = hatural effect of things, and not mira- 


Fons. Making ching into nothing requires no leſs power, 


aid is not lefs miraculous, than making nothing into things. 


' To fappoſe that" Matter could waſte or periſh, and that this 


is conſtantly happening, muſt carry with it the ſuppoſition, 
thar Matter muſt be conftantly creating yz novo, IMs 


© taklvg om the Petey the attribute of pmpipotence, . 


| Can that power be omnipotent, which requires time for it's 
? Can that wiſdom be infinite, which obſerves 
in it's own works, and fees a neceſſity for 


alterations? Infinite wiſdom knew at firſt what was neceſſury 
_ * to be donez and there could have been no wok berwcen 
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Il, go ue words which, are adapted to our own capacities | 
and not tochings, 1 may be allowed ta ſpeak of à beginning. 
where there was none, I oni far, that when the Creator 


firſt conceived the defign of creation, he muſt at that inſtance 


have conceived the whole defignz and his power was ready, | 
at that inſtant, N 
n nnn. Dr 
Fenn 
| MATTER. AS.. CONNECTED Ann . | 
-  - VITALOPRINGIPLE..... I... 
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in a number of Particles of Matter, making what we 


We 


. call; Bopr, and the! motion of this, particle. or. body is 
independent, I. e. not influenced or actuated by any. other 
particle or body to motion ſimply, there is LIE. 


do 


not include that influenca, which all bodies receive from the 
| element, either; primarily, trom themſelves, or, ſdcondarily, 
through the medium of ſome-other mater or bady. All 


Matter is poſſeſſad of life, ſpirit, action, or motion. What 
za called inanimate Matter, owes it's motion or life no more 


* to the clements, than what is acknowledged to be animate. _ 
_ — This elementary influence preſuppoſes the: animation of * 


dodies; for as theſe cannot move without that inflyencey. {od 
neither can that influence, where there. is no life-—To ſay 
that the elements alone give motion; is: to ſay that the 
elements give life, which is denying an UNIVIAS4L. AcenT, 
F 
- than Philoſophy will allow. 4 . 
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"'of Matter in thae form which we name Animal, at leaſt that 
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it is as independent as in men. We allow, animals to be a 
| compolnien-of Maner without $091, Jet we allow thee to 
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W br hs. Seele 5b lotion,” 1-10 Höm this 
motion ſolely,” that we ulld them to — poſſeſſed of life; 
for there 7s nothing beſides, Hat can or does influence We 
| A akk It afent co'this truth, that Au IX ILS nave 
Lis ad rom the differerit combinations of motion 
| and matter, that ve form of ideas of the different kinds of 
It is then from motidn and nothing elſe, that we 
Jzucge r. of. a particular kind of compoſition, 
to be poſſeſſed of the living . ſame evidence muſt 
Rare the ſame weight in r — compoſition. | | 


8 Wientt Modon is dlebgetabie in wr" A lb m 

ol it what it may, ve mut acknowledge it to entertain the 
living principle. But it may be ſaid, that though motion be 

an.exidenbs of life ig matter of certain forms, and where the 
motion is ; of certain kinds, yet motion of every kind will not 
proyeithe exiſtence of life in niatter of every form. This 
Abſurdity of {ſuppoſing a Car ur Moxruun“ muſt appear 
to every gne.who conſiders the cunnection and dependenes 
which exiſt in all bodies upon each other, the motion which 
this connection ſuppoſes, —and life which motion evidences. 
There is a perpetual exchange of matter vith matter of every = 
Form. The animal r 
| exchanging parts arich the earth and its atmoſphere. If the 
matter compoſing animals be animate,” and that of the earth 
animate, how can theſe be united? This would be to 
ſuppoſe that two oppoſites could exiſt in one body, whercas 
it is ile nature of oppoſites to recede from each other, n 2 
| noting can be ee CHINA . ee 

n ane e eee 

The eee eee in c * called 
5 N can be as little doubted as in Animals Btorma; 
earthquakes, firez, floods, do not cauſe vegetation, an 
W * ee The natural 
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*, ny 00 metas willing to grant. 
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af bodies, no more contribute w/the. 
motion of matter in vegetables than in animals; they, like 
us, receive oniy che natural und gentle influence of the 
elements, and thereby make a link in that chain, Which 


connects 5 matter, and which is the harmony of creation. 


We ſhall be more particular in ſpeaking of motion in 
vegetables, whey: ve come to treat of the nicer operation of 
matter in that. action which ye. call Thinking. i as 


I. Hale at Ros ee neee food ee ee OE ee 
We come now to ſpeak of the Motion of Matter in thoſe 
forms herr it is leſs obſervahle upon a ſuperſicial view of 
things; but where, upon a nearer view, it. is not leſs evident 


than. in either of the other forms mentioned. 


od: amv wh eee eee eee en en eee Bf2 


MWhoecver doubts 
a Stone, let him take the trouble to look upon the firſt rock = 
in his way, and he will ſee it's ſurface mouldering- Wan- 


ever decays muſt be replaniſbed—ron n CANNOT F 
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that the motion of giving and receiving of it's ſubſtance does 
not exiſt in the ſtone with only that aſfiſtance , which be, 


1 OTEIE ns nnd <xdpa receive from the elements? 
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The Mazion.gf Matter inthe eres bmg od Me 
more obſcrvabte, as it is more lively. There An «wp 
ae of ne in mee eee r e 
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When Miners open a mine, and do nerfied 


wy 
20g in;purſujr, of, in the quantity, and purity which ther, 
expettcd,, they ſay THz Mins is Nor RR, and doſe it 7 


en that ner (a; py, 1 
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"If Matter have. not the -yital-puinciple, cnc he 1 
power of creatin N 5 
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be, Motion of- Matter in the form of 
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abſorption, Fadd to oy »TF- "Ot e e notihe 
Principle of life, how can I make ir partake of me, and 
thereby partake of life ? . 
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the Aſfinity, i. e. the likeneſa, n 
„ eee e and tell us no further. | 
fe; T1. e 


— differen kinds of Vaion 


produced by Afnity—the perfect and hat 

gives the quality of union, and preſerves the exiſtence of 

27 It is the living principle in one body, 

_ | {netining it to aſſociste r ten 
body. Withont | this Iving principle, chat inclitiation, 

Wer e rene could not exiſt. 
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„„ „eee 
beppens in objects large enough to make it vifible. We 
_ obſerve thar- mankind incline to aſforiate with mankind; 
rribes of animals with each other, in 
to thoſe not of their kind this is not from che election of 
r 


n 1 


[ * 
„ r tt 


— 


: 


* 1 
- 
. 


A, 


be fimply 
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een an attachment to an Ox, and 2 third ſubſtance be | 
We namely, a Horſe, the frſt attachment is 
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forced to give them. the ſame general name, i. e. Spirit; 


5 component Pert of Bodies, — find S 
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affinity, or W n has; w 
matter in another; but upon the relation, affinity, or like- 


neſs, r mne 
der eee 26 es . 
K. * * Derne 7 8 
 Gravitocion, ma... or whatever name be given to 
e e eee Wini depends upon the Principle 
of Affinity Some may object, that there is a difference 
to mechanical motion As well may they ſay, that there is 
a a difference between that which induces to motion, when I 
walk and when I run; the latter beiug no more than the 
- firſt motion increaſed - for upon the principle of affinity 
or attraction, depends all motion; as much mine when 1 
walk or run, ——ů 5 ie r 
r eee ee 


N 1 2 N 3 4 . 71 — WF; hs iT 4 4 


e eee of the pern Union; b 
lively Action; matter mecting and uniting to matter witch 
ſuch velocity as to produce heat, and ſometimes fire. 

There ate other bodies which are fo volatile, and hae 4 


_ quality fo murh reſambling our notions of life, that men are 
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particle of mater, which may be. ſtriciy faid\ to be $v1. 
CEXBRIS—but, 25 far as our inveſtigations can go, vv find 
every” part ;poſleing che Hving principle. We cannot 


"ſeparate it from - matter to us they are dhe fame: for 
hat is indivifihle, is to us infinite. Master and the lieing 
| Principle; therefore, arc. co-exiſtent: the one as durable as 


the other, and boch from everlaſting to ever 
"The Iynogant. and Proud may cxclaim, are we 
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a2 itg or the operation of each upon the öthtery 
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. anRodabe: brat erechibliy than cid fine dritter 
more nicely-organized/! Novwithſtandingithe Etrvicd' place f 
diſtinction man ſuppoſes - hitfelf to hold 4a chis word, 
compared to other matter init; notwithiſtaudin His pte 
boaſt of ſuch a near relation to the great Universat' CAUsR 
of this and all worlds, as eo/fuppoſe himſelf, after che Angels, 
his firſt and moſt perfect work. he is no more than the'firft 
renin. l 4. var aria = beck er 
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IHE GENERATION AND HAN GE OR 
„ eee DEATH, OF0M AT TRR ·X no 
2 cj a! rl fo oe nnd dan, a as wi ies . 

IF E is generated, continued, and termitutetl; upon the 
. 3 in what ace called r io” 
him] Heu Sr eri wr J 
7 N 2 wa et te eee eee ee eat 
| will diſpute that the ptoduRion et begetabte Tif6/16, 
er ee Co Inn, 
Their death happens from:the ſame cunuſes- as it Animals, 
- - -accidintal impairs of: their ſtiucture , d by tire <A 
8, 3 du. e a we cal the 
irregglar motions of the elements, either a Weires . 
15 themſelves, or indirectly e 1 * 
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tioned, of making things conſiſtent with the ſtate of frallty, 
for which this world Was defliied from the Wang. 


That Minerat and other Subſtances generate, follows from 
their eraying.—Thar they are poſſeſſed of the living prin- 
ciple, 'we Have ſaid, follows from their motion and change 
of form. May it not be preſumed, from their connection 
with other animated things, and their likeneſs to them in 
every other eſſential, that they are like them alſo in their 
generation and death? For Nature maintains an uniformity 
in all her operations.—The ſeeds of ſeveral vegetables, and 
their mode of generation, have been lately diſcovered; but 
before theſe diſcoveries, it was not doubted” that they had 
ſceds becauſe they were too ſmall to be ' obſerved by the 
naked eye. Their analogy, in every other eſſential, to other 
vegetables, EY Progr "Op their likeneſs to r 
chis 1 A 


v 


As the Principle of Life in whe "das we eel age 5 
is united to matter infinitely ſmall, ſo we cannot diſcover 


with our eyes, the parts of generation, nor the proceſs,” as 


in animals and vegetables. In fuch caſes we muſt recur, 
for our arguments, to eſtabliſhed principles and analogy; - 
and the reaſoning here, muſt be as valid as the reaſoning upon 
facts: if there be error, the error will be in the reaſoning; 
for what is wel eſtabliſhed as a ptiniciple, becomes a ſtanding 
faQ'in'ilt caſes which apply. Have we not then juſt POR. - . 
to ſuppoſe, nay, does it not amount to demonſtration, W 
life is generated and terminated by the ſame means here, as 

we know it to be ĩn other living things: ?—Otherwiſe we wa 
ſay, that this is an exception, and the only exception, to a 


general principle, viz. Truar Narva MArN TANG a ** 


ron In ALL AAA OFEAATIONs. 
1 6 n 2 os Vs. 
Sena human Body ceaſes-all thoſs: Motions: which 
eonſtitute the action proper to man, we make a/grofs com- 
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fay it ** a limb removed from an. bas 
man body, we make a groſs compariſan between it and tha 
body to which it was juſt before united; the action in the 
one being apparent to the eye, the other. not v ſay; the 
limb is dead. Here we {cc how far a ſingle. word, the 
_ word DRAD,, impoſes upon our judgemept.—If wards were 
away, Which, bore as in many other caſes, and in all, more, 
or leſs, act as an opiate, t the mind, from the obige 
habit we have of receiving {i nds. for things which they do 
not deſeribe ; if words were away, then our minds. would 
combine ideas, in the caſe which 1 have juſt mentioned, as 
follows, and our judgement would approve che combina» 
tions. If life extends to all matter, it muſt. extend ta all 
matter in / it᷑ s priſtine ſtate,, i. e. uncompounded;, ſo. it muſh 
extend to matter ſmall beyond our comprehenſion. Life, 
cannot depend upon compoßtion. beg any doubt, Ice; them, 
try the poſſible effects of compounding, and they will. find 
tem to be all groſs; it gives a groſs variation to the form, 
ſize, motion, &c. of matter; bur it! is. gnoſs, only: for in 
' it's own-priſtine ſtate, &c. each particle al matter i is retained 
in the compound, ihough che e * 
* * * upon a pe veg. r ba 2.1 
Ni 
8 a, number of a men crouded together. making. \ 
" Which, in Tactics, would, be called a, ſolid. ſquare,. and 
their motion united in one point; f this ſquare. is compoſed 
of men, files, companies, regiments, brigades...) Now, ſup» 
| Role. a a Bring whoſe organ of ſecing. is. ſo.groſs,,. that- to it this, 
pars appears. as. fepall as. che. molt... hinge jobjett. docs 10 
- our's, he will ſee but ont form, ſize, and motion, and thaſe. 
8 different from che ſize, mation, and form, which 
each individual gives, In th this compound z.,and, hence ma 
conclude as reaſonably. as we do in, other things, that. this 
F . A 
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the compound motion becomes as different from that which 
each particular motion contributes, as the compound form 
a from: a e form nee, 1 


bern ee our * e and 


ww" own bodies perhaps the moſt compounded of all. 


Like our military analogy, it may be ſaid to be compoſed of a 

great number of individual ſubſtances.—If a limb be lopped 

from it, that limb loſes the motion of the body, which be- 

fore it helped to compoſe, THe MoTrIoN PROPER TO THE 

Man comroUuND:; but all the matter which enters into the 

compoſition of the limb vetains it's priſtine motion, form, &c. 

ſo a company or regiment drawn from our Tquare, loſes 
the motion of that dody, whichit before helped to compoſe, 
the motion proper to a ſolid ſquare: but every individual 
which enters into the compoſition of that company * 
ment, rotains 20. motion, form, &e. 
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A ceflation Ader motion which ee Tut XG 
TION PROPER ro Max we have called Death; and, con- 
tenting our minds with the found of that word, we take it 
for granted that che operation of death has happened to eve- 
ry partiebe of matter, which went to the compoſition of that 
form whoſe motion has juſt ceaſed, though parts of that body 
enter immediately into the compoſition of vegetables and 
2 and even into another ene Fc. 1 


eben be well 0 prevent the further Apetlon of this 
n the operation of death it's proper name, i. e. 


a name which will be better fign of it's operation, and call 


it a CHANGE; for death, in the ſenſe which it is uſed, 
.cannot happen any more than Eternity can end. Matter 
can change it's form, or, to ſpeak more properly, the form 
of "matter can be changed to our groſs ſenſes; but matter 
cannot ceaſe to be matter, and as life is co-exiſtent with mat- 
Er, life cannot ceaſe. Death may be as properly applied to 
* * of life as to it's termination; for the beginning 

of 


L 1] 
of life (or motion) in one form, has it's origin in the 
death, or what we wiſh to be called the Cr ance, of another 
is LITE BEGINNING 3 emerging from one kind of exiſtence 
into another is L1FE ENDING : hence the. propriety of the 
word CHR in the place of the word DzaTH. This 
Cnaxc is conſtantly happening in all RO and. in ial 
cauſes and effects arc the ſame. 5 


Kovey ching is poſſeſſed of the fame living again That 
which cauſes motion in one form, cauſes it in every form of 


matter, though the ſame principle does not cauſe the ſame mo- 


tion or action in all; the difference lies in the difference of 
compounding. Matter in one form or compound is actuated 
by this principle, in a manner conformable to that particular 
compound or form. The perfection or imperfection of this 
motion if we have a right to ſay that one kind of motion is 
more perfect than another, is owing to the perfection or im- 
perfection of it's compounding. But we ſpeak with 
diffidence on this head; for how can we judge of the imper- 
FeQtion of that motion which exiſts in bodies whoſe bulk and 
motion are tog ſmall to make them evident to the naked 
eye, and of which we can only ſay, that they are matter, 
and haue motion? Their ſmallneſs ſhould not be an argu- 
ment of their imperfection, apy more than the largeneſs of 
body and motion in another, ſhoyld be an argument of their 
imperfection. Every thing which we ſee partakes of infinites, 
and that which is infinite extends, on all ſides, to ſmall as 
well as to large---great and ſmall 22 N 
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; UE, cane pre of man may al, ls hee . 
difference in the SOUL- which informs my body, and 
diving principle which actuates matter in other forms ? . 
I anſwer, that, if by 8o u is meant ſomething diſtinct from 


-matter, or that which is immaterial applied to the matter of 


my body, and thereby inducing | motion or action, I can- 
not comprehend the queſtion; becauſe I can have no ideas 


ol chat which is immaterial.At muſt be a ſomething, or 


rather à nothing (for ſomething is matter) which is not 
known in philoſophy, or reaſon; and, we would wiſh to ſpeak 


N of things only which hong to — | 


„ah non 
r PETTY 
. and we can reaſon upon nothing but 
matter. Reaſoning is the comparing of material impreſſions 
or ideas. We cannot reaſon without compariſon. The 
ſoul, in the ſenſe of my queſtion, is not matter; we know 


| NoTrinG that is not matter; we have Nor ine to com- 


pare things with but matter; we cannot, therefore, reaſon. 
upon ſoul in the ſenſe of my queſtion, for want of compa- 
riſon. The: word Sou gives us another inſtance of the 
impoſition of words. We cannot realize what our ſenſes 
cannot perceive, what our reaſon cannot operate upon and 
aſſent to. Reaſon, in vain, may try it's operation upon S0VL; = 
it will find nothing to compare it to, and can therefore con- 
vince us of Nor HIN, but that the ſoul, in che ſenſe of 
my queſtion, is Wanne 6. "30: hl ſoul be not matter, it is 
NoTHING. in 21 Excb7 p50 MRS 
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Let me aſk any one how I can reaſon upon NoTaixe ? | 


And with what kind of propriety or truth I can ſay, that I 


| t am poſſeſſed of a ſoul which my reaſon cannot act 
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| the foog te be greater, becauſe in his own proud imagination 


5 P þ 
. therefore cannot aſſent ta? For when I ſay I. believe 
A thing to be, I mean that my reaſon aſſents to the exiſtence 
Ee that ching; I cannot believe what my veaſon cannot com- 
prehend and aſſent to, for I can have no idea of it. Ideas, 
we have ſaid, are the impreſſions of matter upon our minds, 
and reaſonibg the comparing of thofe ideas; until then you 
add maner to ſoul, i. e. give unto ſome matter che nas 
— ag 
— nates mpanbe. - * 0 28 1 
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 tbjidg as Hofore, viz. chan reaſon knows us difference in the 
nature of that which actuates him, and that which aftuates u 
vegetable, an oyfter, or a ſtone. -The diftrem aRion Ge. 
r ner . 


Every end Kay it's proper aftion _ + to it. If 
man had confined mal to" qhis, and had not frayed 


in romantic and viſionary ſpeculation, from what he cally the 
narurat ino what he calls the moral — he would long 
before this have come to a proper knowledge of himſelf. 
The wund Sczrricis u would have no uſe in our language, 


a irconld. not operate upon and affent to. Man, then, would 


betten ſupport his real character of dignity, than by impi- 
_opſly ſuppoſing himſelf to be, what he is not, but two removes 
mom the great UNIVERSAL Cavot. We do not condeive 


I hal fwelled himſelf to che fize of an qu. May we not 
to thoſe, whoſe rank in creation as far excecds his, as His 
deies the frops, when he ſwells. himfelf in 102 hd _ 
imagination, to a ſize that is not his ? 


- But What F which 2Auates 2 
ee, 
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Before wei anſwer this queſtion, let us aſk! ourſelves, 
what is, the ſtrength and extent, of our reaſon, that we may 
not, by overſtzaining or going beyond it, be found greping 
in'the dark ? Let us try how far reaſon can gu in ſcarcls of 
the UN IVI RAI Causz, upen which motion depends: but, 
in this ſearch, let us be governed by reaſon, and let alone all 
that is beyond that, for wHERk® TAI ExD/ or comMpan- 
ING. is, THERE THE Eu D or ouk Knowiabes 
MUST BE. "That which we cannot know, ner 


A is what our compoſition wes: m 


© can: 56 ada ch ae cw Mb tbe 
2 BziNG.. All that we can kaow of him muſt he from his 
action; the moſt applicable name that we ca uſe, is d 
which beſt mare thi a@ion; I would den fete d 
th: UNIVERSAL CAUSE. e 


f That them is G e base Se this; RIP 
THANGS/ ARE, AND THAT: TREY MOVE. Things could 
not he, and cannot act without a Cavss:. Nis, tegarives 
argument maſt be decifive in proof of a God: What c. 
not be otherwiſe, muſt be ſo; I ve could uf aH mA - 
arguments, then could we define the nature and powetsof 
God, which would be to deprive him of his great charac- 
teriſtic, INFINITE. This argument is fhlort, yet longer 
than was neceſſary, becauſe Won ps at all were unneveſſturq 
We have complained of language, as affording the moſtt im- 


perfect ſigns of thoughts; this is a ſubject that will ſcarcely 
l wo n. . bus. _— N to this: _ 


The bes ies has my meh have of God 16 Fenn 
idea i has. of 1 TRUTH, wherever L find this; Þ feel m 
ar inſtantanenus glaw of ineffable love; reverenoeꝶ - and ud 
ration, : whichrtell-me, this: muſt belumg to the UNIVER 
Sik: CAUSE, this muſt he God. Theſe frofitions Pom 
not · convey: to · others; becauſe words: cannot be made to have 
relatien-toithem. If Loud, * 
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Matter and life. are nat divifible, though the attempt be malle 
as far as human underſtanding can go, and all that is beyond 


FRY 
God only has; the power of communicating himſelf. It is 
therefore a ſubje that belongs to the thoughts only; 4 
ſubject in which words only tend to lead us on from error 
to error, and would keep us forever in darkneſs, and d paler 
d og er: py ty 1972s and veg" 46; ot Apt 
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ee rs is, ht rightly dhderliGa; it can- 


not be diſagreeable, but muſt and will, in good minds, excite 


all thoſe emotions which I have mentioned. But whenever 
I impiouſly attempt to identify God, — to give him a en 
to any thing which I can conceive of, — to ſhape him to m 
comprehenſion, and faſhion him after the frailty of m 
ſenſes, I cannot feel that ſatisfaction, love, reverence and 
devotion ; becauſe, in this prophane way of reaſoning, Ido 
not fad TR Uurnn, I do not feel my Gop. And I with that 
all men would be certain, that they do not entertain all that 
love, reverence and devotion for words which are meant for 
Gop. As the Univers4L Cave is infinite, ſo it is 
incomprehedfible. - Every thing that belongs to it, muſt, 
| like itſelf, be infinite and ineomprehenſiblel What is finite 
cannot comprehend infinity; the one being compoſed of 
parte, the other not. Here then RE ASON art "UE 
| bounded! bar ann A. bn 10 92 nol „tan 
1 N a 07, 207 DIgow 65 72 
Let us ng try Fe of reaſon Un? our 
ation; Wbat is this 8 ü re e 
* übe en þ ai % G20 Wc TY. 
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I wer ee trace * living prineipl ber ke 
which we muſt do to know it's nature, we ſhall find the 
purſuit toi be vain; we cannot carry the art of de- com- 
pounding ſo far as to find one uncompounded particle of 
matter, and in every diviſion. we find the Uiving principle 
inſeparable.— That which is not divifible, muſt be one. 
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one and the ſame thing ; and che word 1NNATE has ag Huch 
meaning as the word InSTINCT, in the ſenſe they are uſed, 
both affect to hold a diſtinction that does not exiſt. 

a thing has a quality which cannot be ſeparated from, its, 
that quality i is a part of the thing, is one with it, and can- 


not be taken from it without deſtroying che nature ok 
matter, which cannot be done. | 


% 


þ aa, 
— „ 
” 70 


Though, in purſuit of the origin of life, we ſind ourſelyes 
loſt in the great ocean of infinity; yet we find, what we be- | 
fore hinted, that matter and life are one and the ſame thing. 
What we call Soul then, or the power of thinking, reaſon- 
ing, or reflecting, is no more than the operation of matte 
acquiring that power of operation from it's particular kind of 
compoſition ; and the great difference we obſerve in the 1 
action of matter is owing to the great difference of compo» : 
fition. ee _ 
Though we we cannot now exactly how the action of think- 
ing is performed ; yet, by tracing the leſs perfect action of 
matter, and comparing it with that which in us is it's moſt 
perfect action, we may obtain ſome idea of the operation vj 
of thinking : we ſhall then ſee that it is performed by the 
accordance of matter to matter; and all the phenomena of 
this furprizing action of matter is to be accounted for from 
the 1 variety of. compoſition or form. 0 2 0 8 3 
= Let us now try how far we can trace the effects of con- 
formiry, 'by NES. with it's groſs effects, and F 
it to it's fineſt. 2 "= 
AN4BS S677 OF Bran ot bare! fr ee e ©! nit) 7 v PTY 2c 
- A o oblong ſquare of fix feet by two will receive my body 
into it, but not a coach. The eye of a needle, may be made 
to ele the point of e but not it's head. _ Artiſts, = 
in the fine branches of mechanical ſciences, carry this 1 
cordance of form in matter to a nicety almoſt impervious to 
an untutored eye. The action of matter in a ſpring is = Bo 
Gs | C tha? | — | 4 
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this principle. Suppoſe an extended. piece of i iron or wood, 
of a determined length and breadth, the matter of it's. com- 
_ poſition has an equal accordance in conformity on all it's 
es; let the two ends of this rod be drawn towards 
each other, and you thereby make the conformity leſs 
the one fide by what is to it preternatural compreſſion, 1 
leſs on the other ſide by preternatural extenſion ; the mw 
ment the force which held the'rod in this tortured poſition, is 
removed, it recovers the place which the various forms of 
matter in ir ; | compoſition require and . | . 


Haring diſcovered che p principle of action in a ſpring, 1 
would be eaſy for us to ſho the cauſe of all the harmony 
bf motion which. we admire in a clock. Theſe things give 
us an idea of the uſe which mankind are capable of deriving 
from this principle, —What ſurprizing effects he can produce 
imply from the variety of form which he finds in or gives to 
matter. Next, let us trace this principle in things where it 
acts more perfectly, and where, for this reaſon, it's N 
tion recedes further from our ros ſenſes, 'F bei 


9 
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We thall find that it is upon eas principle the . 
tion which 3 is neceflary to vegetable exiſtence i is carried, on. 

Ae er which i is proper: for the EEL EI of tree, 
Is received i into it by 1 it's roots, it's leaves, and it's bark: 41 
/ theſe are provided with veſſels,” whoſe mouths, 17 their 

- Particular ſhape, are calculated to receive matter of f a . 
cular hape only, and refuſe matter of other forms Bick 
would be injurious to the tree. It is alſo furniſhed with 
excretory veſſels of a ſhape calculated to return to the earth 
and air, particles of matter of a particular ſhape, which is 
irs fuperfluous matter {from which the Kill finer vellely have 
ſeparated and retain it's figer parts) and theſe excretory 'vel- 
Tels ill refuſe matter of another ſhape, and 5 which . 5 * 


SET oe the increaſe and mg of By wee | 
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"Now let us trace the operation of this principle in our 
own bodies. And here that circulcation which is neceſſary to 
ies animal exiſtence, is carried on in the ſame ' way as in the 
tree, the difference bein 5 altogether uneffeqtial. ;  Nurrition, 
reſpiration, digeſtion, cretion, and excretion, | ſhort all 
that we can mean by circulation; obtains alike in each : but 
here, as it was neceſſary for our welfare, we are better ac- 
quainted with the operation of this principle in our animal 
exiſtence, but in our mental exiſtence (if I may, in complai- 
ance to prejudice, uſe a diſtinction that has no meaning) it 
is more obſcure. We obſerve in our own bodies a con- 
functions can ſeparate from 7 two When bread and 
water; this is performed altogether by the conformity which 
matter in the form of a vaſcular ſolid has to matter in the 
form of a fluid, the mouth of a particular veſſel correſpond- 
ing to the Hape of a particular fluid, whereby it is rendered 
capable of receiving that fluid and refuſing any other. The 
particular organization of matter in my eye, renders it ca- 
pable of receiving and conveying to my mind certain ideas or 
ſenſations, which I call ſeeing. The particular compoſition 
of matter in my ear, renders that organ capable of receiying 
and conveying to my mind certain ideas, or ſenſations, which 
T call hearing; and ſo of the organs « of a . and 
fealing. N 


* . 


It would remain for us now to ens the W 
of that matter which is capable of comparing the ſeveral 
ſorts of ſenſations or ideas. In attempting this we ſhould 
have to do with organs too ſmall and complex to diftin- 
guiſh and explain; but if we allow that matter can do all 
that we have mentioned that it is capable of conveying ideas 
to the mind--ſhall we judge that matter of the mind is in- 
capable, of itſelf, of comparing and judging of them ? Surely 
that kind of organization which is capable of conveying 
ideas to the mind, cannot, in it's mechaniſm, fall ſo infinitely 

ſhort of that kind 0 i is * of com- 
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aring and judging of them, as to make it impoſſible, grant- 
_ ing that matter can do the one, but that it may perform the 
other. We allow no ſouls to brutes; yet ſome of them baye 
theſe organs in greater perfection in ſome things than we have. 
If it is not to be doubted that matter thus organized can 
effect, ſuch things in them, ſhall we doubt that matter more 
completely organized, may be n of ee the 
0 of thinking i in „us?. | 


i 
4 


„Matter in a particular 3 has its. aaa. aſe. 
1 cannot receive the ſenſations of ſeeing with my ears, and 


"VICE. VERSA. If the operation of thinking were done in 


me by that which is. not matter, there muſt, be ſuch an in- 


finite difference between matter and it, as to admit of no re- 
lation or dependence; for what can be more oppoſed than 
ſpirit and death? And that all- pervading SOUL could as well 
look through my cars as. my. eyes, and VICE vxRS4. If I had 
that i in me which actuated my body, and which is not mat- 
ter, chen that IMMATERIAL SOME THING (for 1 muſt ſpeak 
adſurdly if I ſpeak at all on this ſubject) would have com- 
munion with other 1MMATERIAL . whereby I 
ſhould obtain ſome ideas of, and have ſome acquaintance 
with, TaxGs IMMATERIAL, But Mr. Locke tells us, that 
THOUGH WE CANNOT GONCEIYE OF A LINE WHICH, HAS 
Laxdrn WIrnour BREADTH, YET WE HAVE IDEAS 
oF DISTANCE UNCONNECTED WITH AT TER, which is 


the e as length wirhout breadth. . "Te, 


* is with profound * chat I "I name, who has 
ſo far explained the, operation and powers. of the human 
mind, If it were poſſible for any thing human to have an 
immaterial conception, a mind ſo clear and capacious as his, 


5 certainly moſt. deſerved. the envied Gather. of becoming | 


the refidence of ſuch, 2 ſingular gueſt. 10 1 112 


ar 1 5 ade 4 


"If this e man 1 any where darkened his ſubject, 


by 8 from, TR 0 IMMATERIAL THINGS, 
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which is wandering from the bounded road of reaſon, into 
the wild labyrinths of fancy, it has been owing to thoſe 
imperceptible prejudices, which ſteal upon us and rivet them- 


ſelves from long habit, which attack us in our infancy, 


when we cannot be upon our guard againſt them, nor able 


to repel them; thence growing up with us, they get wrought 


into our compoſition, ſo that he who thinks he has'none, | 


generally has the ſtrongeſt ; but for this, Mr. Locke's mind 


in that channel in which it was directed, would eee 


alone capable of leading makind out of the INE. OP 


which had ſo lon g enveloped him. 


Permit we, wich modeſty, bo exainiceithe math» of this 


propoſition, THAT WE CAN CONCEIVE AN IDEA or 
DisTANCE UNCONNECTED WITH MATTER. 


The ideas which I get of diſtance is from menſuration 
and numeration ; the one means a diviſion of matter into 
certain parts, the other is multiplying of words firſt derived 
from matter, being general names given to it: as to the 
fingers on my hands I give certain names, deſeriptive of 
their number, which than e is * wann 


* * | 


ad have an iden of the ae from-one ms gene | 


to the other, by the number of paces which deſcribe it. 1 


have an idea of the diſtance from Philadelphia to Boſton, 
by the number of miles into which the road has been divided. 
Having thus obtained an idea of diſtance from the diviſion 
of matter, I attempt to obtain an idea of the diſtanee 
between this earth and the ſun, by the ideas of diſtance 
which I have acquired in the diviſion of matter: but does it 
follow from this, that I have an idea of immaterial diſtance? 
Granting this, would be giving parts to infinite, would be to 
fay that I may carry a material impreſſion into infinity. The 
idea which I have acquired of the 4evgth of a certain part of 
patter, divided by a certain meaſure, remains with me, and 
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* 1. 1 fre: my dune (ich i is — en- the ſame 
oma), ſtanding againſt the wall of my room, and it after- 

wards be removed, I have ſtill an'idea of the place it occupied 
and the diſtance it marked upon the wall Does it follow, 
becauſe the cane is removed, that my preſent idea is from an 
immaterial impreſſion ꝰ No. The idea of the cane and the 
idea of the wall it ſtood againſt,” exons was > anmexed't to it, 
ſill remain in my mind ag 1 

I any man ſtill think chat he has A Ales of diner) 
\Giſtance, let him ſuppoſe himſelf the only matter in creation, 
or that he has any Knowledge of, and then aſk himſelf if he 
thinks he could have any idea of diſtance, not allowing 
DN to divide his own body into parts or ſtances,” 
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„ it may be ſaid, that though 1 could ee Unt els 


Bre matter upoh che mutter of 1 my 

mind, and thereby prove that thinking is the operation of 
matter; yet I eannot prove that the iſſue of that operation is 
material, i. e. that judgement which is the reſult of com- 
pariſon, is material. To this I have only to anſwer, that I 
can haue no idea of any dedudtion from matter being any 


thing elſe than matter; unleſt I could fuppoſe that matter 


could beget ſpixit - If I could ſhow the whole operation of 
my mind, ihen I ſhould prove a Soul, or a Sor THING 
that is not MaTTER, for I know myſelf to be Matter; to 
know!the whole operation of it, muſt ſuppoſe an · intelligence 
in me, which is above me (L add jnconſiſtent with me) and 
is not Matter. If fuch Uni ee was in ne, ir wolle 
prove IR oye” Dy ts; "209 £1478 ef yo 5: 5% 
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But ee have We to as with fappotitions; 
ottawa to ſee how far reaſon can go, and what 
is beyond that, is, and ought: to be, no coneern of man- 

| ds 7 | | * ES: ; kind, 
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kind. I deny a Soul, becauſe reaſon ſhows it to be notlüng 
but a word; but if by Soul is meant che general principle of 
motion or life, then I ſay, after tracing matter as far as 
reaſon can keep ſight of it, I cannot ſeparate it from life. 
All that is beyond that, is infinite; ſo to me, Matter, Motion, 
Life, Spirit, Soul, (or whatever name ne to Motion) 
is one and the ſame thing: | | : 
7 Sn d Gin Ant 10 JB. 63448 rio 

Why ſhould it be ſo hateful; to * therdrepiag of 
a Soul, which we have proved is denying NorhiNe, and 
trying how far we can account for that, which has unmean- 
ingly been called Soul? If the operation of matter be made 
to have the ſame effect as the operation of that which has 
been called Soul, and which might as well have been called 
Nothing (for take the word Soul away, and Nothing re- 
mains) why ſhould we not ſuppoſe our ſtate as dignified as 
if we ſuppoſe our bodies actuated by and poſſeſſed of No- 
THING?; No reaſonable creature can have this for his 
objection. It muſt then be, becauſe it ſhows him to be 
actuated by the ſame. principle that, aQtuates the animal 
creation and. other matter; and not dwelling enough upon 
the difference of compoſition, ; which give their motion and 
his—he feels his pride Nn the likeneſs, .,. 
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"he difference 1 the ; and us, e hold. to We 
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yery greatz the difference, berween us and the wer next Being 


aboye us, may be greater; and all tog little, to make a 
mark in the great map of the univerſe, Wovld ve not 
complain of pride and injuſtice in this next: heing, ſhould it 


affect to hold us in the ſame diſhonorable view that we do 


Brutes? They, as much, uk we, anſwer the deſign of che 
ans Cauſe... 11. Ran #365 Ea „ ohen B 0 


From all rep ens — fade. it 8 8 bat what, we 2 


Soul or Life, and dur, Bodies have the, f ame, origin; the 


one as much as che other 1s. a- pare of, . be- 


a * this, world, this ee eee 4 
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It becomes then very importantly neceſſary that we en- 
1 at ſome inveſtigation of this world, from which we 
- find ourſelves to be derived; that we diſcover it's real 
nature; and that the nature of it be different from what has 
been ſuppoſed; otherwiſe 5 POR befor us * will: be 
melancholy and hateful. ” 5 
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It is certain "that a fate of Annihilation i in one ſenſe, is 
deſtined for us; but a ſtate of complete annihilation, —anni- 
hilation in that ſenſe which is generally annexed'to _—_ Wer 
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TUR TARTH.\ Ahn 
Se har 7 lug 17 FEATS is dere from the 
Earth, a od co it, as to it's ori hes N 0 it muſt 
return. It would then be g great ab tllity in me to ſuppoſe 
that which is che ſource bf all being and life in this world, 
ſhould be. without life itſelf. If I ſuppoſe my Being the 
moſt perfect, becauſe it is the moſt compounded, of any on 
this earth, muſt I not ſuppoſe that Being which is my 
ſource, and which is the Tource of all Beings here, muſt be 
proportionabiy more perfect than me, as my Shale 8? ah 
perfect than any one individual part of me; I bearing the 
ſame telation to the carth, which e t individual pare of me 
Joes ad * A 1 14. 
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The $eft ching obſervable” in the Earth ib Matter; the 
a Motion, and both theſe are variotis beyond © our 
comprehenſion. Of the powers of this great compound, w 
know no more than that it is of a degree aboye us, beyond 
che reach of our knowledge to conceive; for as our com 
prehenffon 1 limited in things ſmall; fo it is in things large 
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SMALL'ARE THE SAME.” All that we can judge of ity! is 


from thoſe parts of it whoſe compoſition are of a ſiae more 
or leſs fitted to our's, and thereby noticeable to our ſenſes. 


ha theſe we find that there is a continued circulation 


going on in ia perpetual, and as far as we can obſerve, a 
regular exchange of matter between it and it's atmoſphere; 
of which che exchange of matter between the earth, atmo- 
ſphere and us, is an epitome. We obſerve that the animal, 
vegetable, and mineral kingdoms, are neceſſary to this cir- 
culation, and are to it, perhaps, what * g cee organs, 
the r N N are to us. 1694 A al 
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This Globe, let us view it which way we will, is in 
Prey what a part of it, a man for inſtance, is in ſmall. 
The diſtinct organized beings, which enter into our compe- 
ſition, are tob ſmall to be obſerved by us; but we, bearing 


the ſame relation to the earth, have INS of 


thoſe parts of it, whoſe CM comm 
fitted to our ſenſes. 4 | — a 
eiuer eb p: e eee e 
As all Matter centers in this Globe, 10 all Life centers in 
it; it's faculties deriving the benefit of all the faculties that 


are a part of it, muſt, e ee be above our 


conception. 5 


— * 7 4 1 


+ Pho Rail, a che i Adee e 3 
been ſpeaking of, has a general, a total, or what may be * 


called it's compound motion; a motion in which all it's 


parts unite. This motion ſhows us that the univerſe is not 0 


compriſed in the globe; for this motion muſt have the ſame 


kind of relation to, and dependence on, ſome other body, 


that the motions of our bodies have to the globe, 


x : 


Beſides, the work of that — i inflate, muſt | 


bear a proportion to the power, and be infinite alſo. Our 
knowledge can compaſs this earth, and obſerve it's bounds; 
but our knowledge cannot compaſs that which is infinite. 
* 5 D | 
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Can trace it, would appear to be one INFINITE 
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ſomeſhad to which this globe bears a 
relation, ſithilar to that which our and other bodies bear to 
it. All chat e can venturg to ſay of it, is, that it muſt 
have a likeneſs/to this, comparing great things with ſma 
for as. dhe Earch ; depends qapop id ſo it muſt be 2 part of 
its:cbjinpoſition; | All chat e des of the ſtara, Sc. muſt be 
ſiſter: parts wich this wrd of, oe great body, Which is their 
center, 28. this carth/ asdf our and other bodies belonging | 
4 0/7 07 e en ee hit hun old ng nan 
n e $3054) ee eee e 03030 en Ng te: 
80 far reaſon can go byfair compariſony-how., mug 
further creation and dependence go, in ſpeaking of it, we 


accompany. it into Infinite. 
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